Home Care Following Surgery for Fracture Repair
Your pet may be mildly sedate from the anesthesia and pain medications after arriving home initially. Their normal attitude should return in 1-2 days. Occasionally they may experience some nausea from the medications but if they do not eat or drink, or vomit more than once in 24 hours, please call your family Veterinarian as they may want to recheck your pet.  
It is critical that your pet be confined in a kennel or crate for a minimum of 6-8 weeks to allow healing of the fracture and avoid damage or loosening of the surgical repair. Absolutely no running, jumping, or stair climbing is allowed. Failure to properly confine your pet may result in failure of the fracture repair due to breakdown of the implants and/or bone.   Your pet may go outside on a leash to urinate and defecate only. A towel or sling may be placed under the abdomen for support to ensure they do not slip or fall, especially on slick surfaces. 

A bandage or splint is commonly placed for additional support and usually requires regular rechecks and changing every 5-7 days until it is removed.  The length of time that the bandage or splint is required varies with the type of fracture, your pet’s age and healing noted on recheck radiographs.   The bandage/splint needs to be monitored very closely at home for any signs of slippage and must be kept clean and dry at all times. If you have any questions or concerns regarding the bandage/splint, or if it gets wet or dirty, please call your family Veterinarian immediately for an appointment.

Monitor the incision site two times daily, after bandage/splint removal, checking for redness, swelling or discharge. If any of these signs occur please call your family Veterinarian as soon as possible. Please keep the incision site clean and dry at all times.

Do not allow your pet to lick or chew at the bandage/splint or incision site. An Elizabethan collar should be worn when your pet is unsupervised to ensure they do not bother the incision or bandage.

An appointment should be scheduled with your family Veterinarian initially 3-7 days following surgery for a recheck examination, radiographs, bandage change and to answer any questions you my have.  Additional recheck appointments will be scheduled at this time pending condition of the bandage and healing. 
A 2 -week evaluation will be necessary to assess healing of the incision, radiographs, bandage change and for suture removal.  Additional rechecks will be needed until the fracture has healed which usually requires 6-8 weeks.  
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